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Destination
The Woodlands, Texas

Web sites
www.VisitTheWoodlands.com 
www.VirtualTourofTheWoodlands.com 
www.Facebook.com/VisitTheWoodlands
www.Twitter.com/TheWoodlandsCVB
www.YouTube.com/TheWoodlandsCVB

Location
30 minutes north of downtown Houston, Texas

Proximity to Airports
•  George Bush Intercontinental Airport:15 miles 

or a 20-minute drive with no stoplights
•  William P. Hobby Airport: 40 miles 

or a 45-minute drive

Driving Distance
From Galveston: 80 miles 
From Beaumont: 116 miles 
From Austin: 151 miles 
From Lake Charles: 171 miles 
From Dallas: 213 miles 
From San Antonio: 221 miles

TourismTourism
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Aerial view of Town Center

Size
The Woodlands is nestled among 28,000 acres of 
forest preserves.

• 3,400 acres of open space with 124 parks  
• 1,690 acres of golf courses

The current population is estimated at 100,670.



major employers in The Woodlands
• Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
• Aon Hewitt Associates
• Baker Hughes
• CB&I
• Chevron Phillips Chemical
• Fox Sports Network

• Lexicon Pharmaceutical
• Memorial Hermann
•  McKesson (previously known 

as US Oncology)
•  Newfield Exploration
•  Repsol, Inc.
•  St. Luke’s - The Woodlands

accommodaTions
Eleven hotels in The Woodlands house more than 1,500 guestrooms for 
vacationing families, individual business travelers and groups. These include:
 • Best Western – The Woodlands
 • Candlewood Suites
 • Courtyard by Marriott
 • Drury Inn & Suites
 • Fairfield Inn & Suites
 • Hilton Garden Inn
 • Hyatt Market Street
 • Hyatt Place (coming 2013)
 • Marriott Residence Inn / Lake Front
 • Marriott Residence Inn / Market Street
 • The Woodlands Resort & Conference Center
 • The Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention Center
These properties report a year-round average occupancy of 75 percent. Based 
on these occupancy levels, more than 1,125 hotel rooms are occupied each night 
in The Woodlands. This activity translates to more than 400,000 occupied room 
nights on an annual basis.

The Woodlands, TxThe Woodlands, Tx
meeTing FaciliTies
More than 140,000 square feet of 
meeting and event space is available 
in The Woodlands. This includes:

•  70,000 square feet of space at The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
Hotel & Convention Center 

•  60,000 square feet of space 
at The Woodlands Resort & 
Conference Center

•  7,600 square feet of space at The 
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

•  7,085 square feet of space 
at AVIA Boutique Hotel

•  2,200 square feet of space 
at Hyatt Market Street

•  1,200 square feet of space 
at Courtyard by Marriott

•  1,000 square feet of space 
at Drury Inn & Suites

•  800 square feet of space at 
Best Western

•  500 square feet of space at 
Fairfield Inn & Suites

•  442 square feet of space at 
Candlewood Suites

•  400 square feet of space at 
Residence Inn / Lake Front
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The Woodlands Waterway Marriott with the 
Anadarko Tower in the background.
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Guest Services at The Woodlands Mall

Who is VisiTing 
The Woodlands?
The following are visiting The 
Woodlands, Texas each year. 

•  Individual business travelers who 
are meeting with companies based in 
The Woodlands.

•  Companies hosting business meetings 
with overnight stays.

•  Professional trade associates hosting 
gatherings for members.

•  Leisure travelers from Houston and 
southeast Texas seeking a nearby 
weekend getaway.

•  SMERF(S) (Social, Military, 
Educational, Religious, Fraternal, 
Sports Tournaments) Market

The Woodlands Convention & Visitors 
Bureau has visitor information centers at 
The Woodlands Mall and Market Street. 
The following statistics were tracked 
from each visitor visiting one of these 
two centers in 2011. 

• 113,150+ visitors
• 665 different zip codes
• 80 countries
• 49 states

Number of visitors annually 
Approximately 20 million bodies 
come through The Woodlands Town 
Center every year. However, this is 
not “unique” bodies. It’s you and me 
many, many times.

Number of convention attendees 
annually 
At the Convention Center, approximately 
225,000 guests and visitors per year

Major feeder markets 
The Woodlands attracts families 
and couples looking for a getaway 
from Houston, Austin, San Antonio 
and other markets primarily within 
a three-hour drive radius. The 
Woodlands also attracts individual 
business travelers and groups from 
across the country, due in large part 
to the number of global corporations 
based in The Woodlands and the 
community’s proximity to George 
Bush Intercontinental Airport. 

Shopping at
Market Street

Market Street Concierge
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The Woodlands 
WaTerWay Trolley
The Woodlands Waterway Trolley is a 
complimentary transportation service 
that can be accessed throughout The 
Woodlands Town Center. The air-
conditioned, ADA-compliant trolleys 
provide stops daily from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. at:
•  West Lake Robbins
•  Community Center
•  South Montgomery County Library
•  Town Green Park
•  Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion – 

South Plaza
•  The Woodlands Waterway Marriott 

Hotel & Convention Center – South 
Entrance

•  Waterway Avenue
•  Waterway Square
•  Woodloch Forest Drive at Waterway 

Bridge
•  Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
• Landry’s Restaurant, Inc.
•  The Woodlands Mall
•  Central Park – Market Street
•  H-E-B Central Market
For more information, visit www.
TheWoodlandsWaterwayTrolley.com.
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The Woodlands Waterway Trolley 
at the South County Fourth of July Parade

The Woodlands Waterway
Trolley at Market Street
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The Woodlands 
WaTerWay 
cruisers
Formerly known as Water Taxis - 
Waterway Cruisers are a fun way to get 
around The Woodlands Town Center!

For those who want to have a relaxing 
ride and take in the scenery, you can 
take a boat tour on a Waterway Cruiser 
along The Woodlands Waterway®, a 
1.4-mile long corridor.
The Woodlands Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (TWCVB) has six 
Waterway Cruisers that travel along 
The Woodlands Waterway providing 
the perfect way to explore all the 
amenities that the Waterway has to 
offer. Along both sides of the corridor 
are businesses, restaurants, office 
buildings, hotels and urban residential 
areas. The east end of the corridor 
is anchored by The Woodlands Mall 
and the west end is anchored by The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott Hotel 
& Convention Center, The Cynthia 
Woods Mitchell Pavilion and Town 
Green Park.

Cost
A general public day pass with 
unlimited rides on the cruisers is 
$5.00. Youth (12 and under), Seniors 
(65 and older), and Disabled pay 

$2.50. Tickets can be purchased when 
boarding the Waterway Cruisers with 
cash or credit. The Waterway Cruisers 
are wheelchair accessible. 

Hours of Operation
Boarding is every 45 to 60 minutes at 
any of the designated stops along The 
Woodlands Waterway. Each Cruiser 
can accomodate up to 50 riders.
•  Friday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. (last round 

trip starts at the mall turn at 8 p.m.)
•  Saturday: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. (last round 

trip starts at the mall turn at 9 p.m.)
•  Sunday: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. (last round 

trip starts at the mall turn at 7 p.m.)

Private Catering Charters 
The Waterway Cruiser provides the 
perfect setting for a corporate event, 
birthday party, meeting, family 
gathering, or any special occasion. 
Catering Charters are available 
through Landry’s Restaurants, Inc. 
Contact Megan Bennett 281-363-9750 
to reserve your Cruiser today! 

Funding 
Funding for the Waterway Cruisers 
comes directly from visitors to The 
Woodlands hotels. The commitment 
of one year of the additional room 
tax funding will fund the renovation 
of the fleet and the total operating 
requirements for a three- to five-

year period. No direct property tax 
funds are used in the operation. 
TWCVB Board of Directors 
awarded a contract to renovate the 
Waterway Cruisers to Professional 
Yacht Management (ProYacht) of 
Kemah, Texas. TWCVB conducted 
a Request for Proposal process to 
determine the vendor and ProYacht 
was selected as the company to 
provide the services. The company 
restored all six Waterway Cruisers.
For more information, visit 
www.TheWoodlandsWaterwayCruisers.com. 

The Woodlands, TxThe Woodlands, Tx
The Woodlands 
Waterway Cruiser

6

The Woodlands 
Waterway Cruiser
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local 
aTTracTions
The Fountains at 
Waterway Square
This 120-foot water wall releases a 
choreographed, night-lit display of 
dancing columns of water, cascading 
waterfalls and “boomer” jets shooting 
water more than five stories high, 
located along The Woodlands Waterway.  

The Cynthia Woods  
Mitchell Pavilion
An outdoor concert pavilion surrounded 
by a lush forest which accommodates 
up to 16,500. Beneath its soaring, white 
fabric roof is covered reserved seating 
for 6,500. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell 
Pavilion currently is ranked fifth in a 

listing of the world’s top 100 amphitheaters, 
based on the number of tickets sold.

Town Green Park
The “Central Park” of The Woodlands 
is located on the banks of The 
Woodlands Waterway. The park is a 
great place for a family picnic, to fly a 
kite, or just unwind.  

Riva Row Boat House
Enjoy The Woodlands Waterway and 
Lake Woodlands by kayak! The Riva 
Row Boat House is a 1.6-acre park 
located at the juncture of the upper 
and lower levels of The Woodlands 
Waterway. Single and tandem kayaks, 
lifejackets and paddles are available 
for rental. Enjoy an afternoon on water 
while seeing The Woodlands from a 
different point of view. 

Art in Public Places
Throughout the villages and commercial 
centers of The Woodlands, 51 
outdoor sculptures provide a cultural 
counterpoint to the natural forested 
beauty of the community. Tour the 
community and enjoy one of the most 
impressive collections of public art in 
the country.
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The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion

Riva Row Boat House

The Fountains at Waterway Square
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eVenTs
Taste of the Town
Have you ever wanted to try 70 different 
restaurants in one night? Don’t miss 
your chance at The Chamber’s Taste 
of the Town in late January or early 
February. Taste of the Town is an 
annual event hosted by the South 
Montgomery County Woodlands 
Chamber of Commerce. Attendees 
enjoy mouth-watering appetizers, 
entrees, side dishes, desserts, pastries 
and beverages from some of the area’s 
finest restaurants, caterers, bakeries 
and beverage companies. Enjoy 
culinary delights, a silent auction with 
fabulous items and listen to the area’s

performers for The Woodlands Idol. This 
event attracts more than 6,000 attendees. 

Muddy Trails Bash
The first Saturday in April is the 
annual Muddy Trails Bash. More than 
just another 5K or 10K race, this is a 
Bash that includes a crawfish cooking 
contest, Zydeco music, crawfish 
sampling and races. The races feature 
a USA Track and Field sanctioned 
course routed through 1,800 wooded 
acres of the George Mitchell Nature 
Preserve. Once you are finished with 
the race, grab a plate of crawfish, 
dance to some Zydeco music and have 
fun with more than 3,000 attendees. 

The Woodlands Waterway 
Arts Festival
Every April, more than 200 national 
and regional artists are selected to 
showcase their original works of art 
along The Woodlands Waterway. In 
2011, more than 16,000 attended the 
event. The Woodlands Waterway Arts 
Festival is now rated as one of the top 
art festivals in the world.

CB&I TRI
Every May one of the premier multi-
sport events in the region, CB&I 
TRI-The Woodlands is produced by 
The Woodlands Township Parks and 
Recreation Department, offering high-
caliber competition, first-rate race 
management and a scenic course. The 
race is an annually sanctioned USA 
Triathlon (USAT) event that features 
a field of 3,000 participants ranging 
from beginners to nationally-ranked 
triathletes.

Fiesta Universal
The Montgomery County Hispanic 
Chamber proudly puts on an annual 
Fiesta Universal Celebration (Cinco 
de Mayo) that has grown to be a 
community-wide event. The Hispanic/
Latin culture is showcased through 
live entertainment, authentic food, 
and arts, and attracts more than 5,000 
attendees. 
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Fiesta Universal

CB&I TRI-The Woodlands
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memorial 
hermann 
ironman Texas
The World Triathlon Corporation, 
headquartered in Florida, chose The 
Woodlands, Texas, for its inaugural 
Memorial Hermann Ironman Texas 
event in a special five-year agreement. 

On May 21, 2011, participants 
began with a 2.4-mile swim in Lake 
Woodlands, entering the water at 
Northshore Park and finishing at 
Town Green Park, which served as 
the transition area. Athletes then 
headed out on the 112-mile bike 
course that took them west through 
The Woodlands before heading north 
to the scenic, rolling farmland of east 
Texas. The final portion of the race is 
a marathon (26.2-mile) course entirely 
within The Woodlands that concluded 
with a spectacular finish on Market 
Street. Athletes must complete the 
three disciplines in succession within a 
17-hour time frame. 

2011 Quick Facts
• 18,000 spectators
• 3,400 volunteers
• 2,956 athletes

–2,845 non-Woodlands residents
–92% finished the race

• 275 law enforcement officers

• 93% were from outside The Woodlands
•  52% stayed at least one night in 

The Woodlands
–10,000 hotel room nights

•  51% were first time visitors to 
The Woodlands

For more information, please visit 
www.ironmantexas.com. 
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Memorial Hermann 
Ironman Texas

Dates scheduled for Memorial 
Hermann Ironman Texas (occurs 
the third Saturday of May)

• May 19, 2012
• May 18, 2013
• May 17, 2014
• May 16, 2015
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eVenTs
Wine & Food Week
Every June, one of America’s largest 
and most comprehensive wine and food 
events comes to The Woodlands. It lasts 
eight days, with more than 40 events, 
500 wines and 50 restaurants, and 
attracts more than 10,000 people.

Waterway Square Programming
Waterway Square hosts a number of 
live entertainment series throughout 
the year including Live at Night, 
Movie Night, Memorial Day Concert 
and Fireworks, Waterway Nights, 
Labor Day Concerts, and Caroling 
on the Square. While attending these 
events, visitors can relax and enjoy 
a picnic by the beautiful fountains. 
In 2011, events at Waterway Square 
attracted more than 26,000 attendees.

Fourth of July Activities
Celebrate America’s birthday with the  
“Star Spangled Salute,” a free concert 
presented by the Houston Symphony 
at The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
on July 3. On July 4, celebrate at 
the Fourth of July Parade in Market 
Street followed by the annual Red, 
Hot & Blue Festival and Fireworks 
Extravaganza at Town Green Park 
and Waterway Square. The Fireworks 
Extravaganza is one of the largest 

fireworks displays in the greater Houston 
area. The Woodlands CVB conducted 
a survey of festival attendees in 2011 
and more than 50 percent were from 
outside South Montgomery County. 
Collectively, the Fourth of July events 
attract close to 200,000 people each year.

10 for Texas
Share the experience with more than 
4,000 runners who will take on a 
10-mile road race that winds its way 
through several scenic villages in The 
Woodlands every October. Market 
Street serves as host of the start, 
finish and post race activities. The USA 
Track and Field sanctioned event is co-
produced by The Woodlands Township 
Parks and Recreation Department and 
Luke’s Locker. 
This event ends with a Texas-sized post 
race party with fun for the whole family. 

Oktoberfest
In keeping with the festive spirit of 
the traditional German festival, The 
Woodlands Rotary Club Foundation 
produces Oktoberfest annually in 
Town Green Park. All proceeds from 
the event go to support scholarships 
for local high school and Lone Star 
College – Montgomery students. In 
2011, Oktoberfest drew more than 
6,000 visitors to The Woodlands to 
enjoy top flight German bands, great 

German beer and authentic brats, 
sauerkraut and strudel.

Trick or Treat Trail
Every October, kids and families are 
invited to dress in their Halloween best 
and “trick or treat” from booth to 
booth at Town Green Park. The event 
also features a costume contest. In 2011, 
there were more than 10,000 attendees.

The Children’s Festival
Each November, The Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion is transformed into 
a giant playground of fun for the 
young and young-at-heart. Award-
winning children’s performers educate 
and entertain thousands of children 
during two days of non-stop fun 
and excitement. In 2011, this event 
attracted more than 8,000 attendees.
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Red, Hot & Blue Festival
and Fireworks Extravaganza

Caroling on the Square
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Run Thru the Woods
The Annual Run Thru the Woods is 
an annual charity event designed for 
all ages and levels of fitness. Proceeds 
benefit the South Montgomery County 
YMCA Partners Program, Oak Ridge 
High School Operation Graduation, 
The Woodlands High School 
Operation Graduation, Conroe ISD 
AFJROTC and The Cynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion Education Outreach 
Program. This event routinely attracts 
more than 6,000 participants.

Lighting of the Doves
This annual festival of lights, live 
music, dancing and a snow play area 
for the kids highlights this family 
event that kicks off the holiday 
season in The Woodlands. This event 
attracts more than 25,000 people in 
conjunction with iWOW.  

iWOW (International Winter On 
The Waterway)
Held in November, iWOW is a day-long 
celebration that recognizes the cultural 
diversity of The Woodlands with food, 
dancing, crafts and music from around 
the world. This event attracts 25,000 

people in conjunction with the annual 
Lighting of the Doves Festival.

The Ice Rink at The Woodlands 
Town Center & Donoho’s 
Jewellers Winter Wonderland
The largest seasonal outdoor ice rink 
in the Southwest is open from mid-
November until mid-January at the 
northeast corner of Six Pines and 
Lake Robbins Drive. The Woodlands 
Winter Wonderland is illuminated with 
holiday scenes and storybook displays 
around the perimeter of The Ice Rink. 
The Ice Rink attracts more than 48,000 
skaters and 100,000 visitors through 
The Woodlands Winter Wonderland 
each year. 

Concerts in the Park 
and Arts in the Park
A time to sit back and enjoy regional 
and national artists are the Concert in 
the Park and Arts in the Park series. 
Attend either Northshore Park or Rob 
Fleming Park during select times in 
the spring, summer and fall and enjoy 
the scenery, free concerts and the 
family-friendly atmosphere. More than  
500 people attended the Northshore 
Events in 2011. 
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Holiday Doves on 
Lake Robbins Bridge

International Winter 
On The Waterway (iWOW)
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shopping
The Woodlands boasts more than 
eight million square feet of shopping, 
dining, hospitality and entertainment 
space, including:

Market Street
The premier upscale shopping, fine 
dining and entertainment spot is home 
to Texas’ only Tommy Bahama’s 
Tropical Café & Emporium, Tiffany 
& Co. and Brooks Brothers, among a 

host of other high-end boutiques set 
in an intimate, town square setting. 
Market Street dining options include 
the award-winning cuisine of Jasper’s, 
Uni Sushi and Cru – A Wine Bar.

The Woodlands Mall
More than one million square feet 
teeming with popular retailers, 
including Anthropologie, Banana 
Republic, Bebe, Black House/White 
Market, Chico’s, Coach, Coldwater 
Creek, Jos. A Bank Clothier and 

more. Its Courtyard Shops include 
great home furnishings stores such as 
Pottery Barn, Pottery Barn Kids and 
Williams-Sonoma.
Macy’s International Promotion 
Spending from February 2007 - June 
2008:
•  6,317 (11 percent) cards redeemed 

(Spanish/Portuguese)
•  8,539 (11 percent) total cards 

redeemed
•  74 percent are Spanish/Portuguese

−  $96.39 average spend for 
Spanish/Portuguese

−  $100.43 average spend overall 
for all cards

•  71 percent of total revenue 
from International Cards at The 
Woodlands is derived from the 
Spanish/Portuguese consumer

Alden Bridge Village Center
More than 130,000 square feet of 
retail space including Baskin Robbins, 
GNC, and L’Avantage, an Aveda hair 
concept salon and day spa. 

Cochran’s Crossing Shopping Center
Specialty stores include The Beverage 
Shoppe, with its impressive selection 
of wines, liquors, cigars and gift items, 
and outstanding restaurants such as 
Rico’s Mexican Grille and Skeeter’s 
Mesquite Grille. 
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College Park Plaza
Highlights of this 130,000 square foot 
center include Shankz Black Light 
Miniature Golf; Abbey Road Boutique, 
carrying lines like Juicy Couture, True 
Religion and Trina Turk; and Piccomolo 
Italian Ice Cream, offering gelato, 
shakes, smoothies and espresso.

Grogan’s Mill Village Center
This center features restaurants 
like Dairy Queen, Becks Prime, 
Fuddruckers and Brother’s Pizza.

Indian Springs Village Center
More than 130,000 square feet of 
retail and restaurant space including 
the internationally-inspired restaurants 
of Rico’s Mexican Restaurant and 
Sakekawa, a Japanese steakhouse and 
sushi bar.

Panther Creek Shopping Center
Upwards of 130,000 square feet 
of retail space including Teacups 
and Tadpoles and Marta’s Ladies 
Boutique. The Center is also home to 
The Woodlands Children’s Museum.

Pinecroft Shopping Center 
I and II
Stores include Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Target, Best Buy, Marshall’s 
and Bed, Bath & Beyond.

Sterling Ridge 
Shopping Center
This center features 130,000 square 
feet of space including shops such as 
Natural Pawz (flagship store), a state-
of-the-art pet grooming facility that 
also offers all-natural pet foods and 
treats, as well as a pet bakery, and the 
Great Harvest Bread Co. which boasts 
100-percent stone ground whole wheat 
breads and sweets.

Windvale Shopping Center
Located at 9420 College Park Drive, 
the center is anchored by a Randall’s 
Supermarket. It also houses Spec’s and 
Shogun Japanese Grill & Sushi Bar.

Woodlands Crossing 
Shopping Center
Located near the Indian Springs and 
Sterling Ridge Shopping Centers, 
you will find 24 Hour Fitness, Petco, 
Ace Hardware, Dickey’s Barbeque 
restaurant and more. Trader Joe’s Will 
be opening Summer 2012
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Waterway Cruiser at The Woodlands Mall

Sterling Ridge Shopping Center
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sporTs and 
recreaTion
The Woodlands Resort
At The Woodlands Resort & 
Conference Center, guests enjoy the 
Forest Oasis Waterscape™, a unique 
water experience with 30-foot, double-
helix waterslides, 3D underwater 
marine murals and underwater music, 
Puffy’s Sprayground and a relaxation 
pool and hot tub.
The Woodlands Resort & Conference 
Center offers two, 18-hole golf courses 
for its guests, Panther Trail™ and The 
Oaks™. 
It offers 21 lighted tennis courts, 
including four indoors with clay and 
hard-court surfaces.

Parks and Pools
The Woodlands boasts 124 parks, 
including Town Green Park which 
was the winner of the 2011 Lone Star 
Programming Award presented by the 
Texas Recreation and Park Society.
The Woodlands is also home to 13 
swimming pools, including the award-
winning Rob Fleming Aquatic Center 
complete with an exciting water play 
structure, giant tube slide and lazy river 
all on the shores of Lake Paloma.

Bear Branch Park offers nine lighted 
tennis courts, a state of the art skate 
park, concession stand, dog park, 
in-line hockey rink, swimming pool, 
barrier-free playground and sensory 
garden, and the Recreation Center.

Pathways
The Woodlands is also home to more 
than 194 miles of hike-and-bike trails 
and endless miles of natural trails 
in the 1,700-acre George Mitchell 
Nature Preserve.

VillaSport Athletic Club and Spa
A 300,000-square-foot resort-like 
campus, VillaSport offers the latest 
state-of-the-art equipment and classes.

They also have a complete kids club, 
spa and every other service you’ll 
need to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

The South Montgomery 
County YMCA
The South Montgomery County 
YMCA has served this community 
for more than 25 years and features 
one membership with three unique 
locations in The Woodlands. With 
a commitment to nurturing the 
potential of kids and teens, promoting 
healthy living and a sense of social 
responsibility, the Y ensures that every 
individual has access to the essentials 
needed to learn, grow and thrive. 
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Forest Oasis Waterscape™ at
The Woodlands Resort & Conference Center
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recogniTion
Travel + Leisure Magazine, one of the 
most respected authorities on travel, has 
named The Woodlands as one of America’s 
“Coolest Suburbs Worth a Visit.”  
In the web exclusive story which 
appears on the magazine’s website, 
www.travelandleisure.com, Travel 
+ Leisure writes, “this suburb is a 
master-planned community built 
within 28,000 acres of forest, 25 
miles from downtown Houston. After 
opening in 1974, the town has wooed 
many young Texans; the average 
age is 36. One main attraction is 
its thriving town center, filled with 
great restaurants, bars, and major 
retail outlets, all accessible by foot 
or trolley. Fox Sports Network and 
Anadarko Petroleum are headquartered 
here, and an elaborate park and lake 
system is navigable by water taxi.”

As part of its profile on The Woodlands, 
Travel + Leisure recommends readers 
visit The Goose’s Acre Bistro & Irish Pub 
in Waterway Square. The genuine Irish 
Pub was completely designed and built in 
Ireland prior to being shipping to the U.S.

“The story underscores suburbs are 
more than just a great place to live, 
they’re a great place to visit,” notes 
Nelda Luce Blair, chairman of The 
Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau. 

“This is incredible visibility for 
promoting The Woodlands as a great 
spot for families and couples looking 
for a getaway close to Houston,” adds 
Nick Wolda, president of The Woodlands 
Convention & Visitors Bureau.  

In 2009, Travel + Leisure’s website 
generated more than 5.5 million page views 
and more than 590,000 unique visitors. 

This isn’t the first time The Woodlands 
has earned national headlines as a 
great spot to visit. Just last year, The 
Woodlands was voted by the readers 
of Southern Living Magazine as one of 
America’s best shopping destinations.

“The Woodlands, as well as the other 
suburbs on this list, demonstrate 
a community can in fact embrace 
tourism while maintaining its quality 
of life,” adds Bruce Tough, chairman 
of The Woodlands Township.

making 
headlines
Named “One of America’s 
Coolest Suburbs Worth a 
Visit” by Travel + Leisure 
Magazine, one of the most 
respected authorities on travel.

Voted “One of America’s Best 
Shopping Destinations” by 
the readers of Southern Living 
Magazine.

Located just 30 minutes north 
of Houston, ranked the “Best 
U.S. City for Shopping” by 
Forbes.

Named “One of America’s 
25 Best Places to Move” by 
Forbes.com.

Home to two, AAA Four-
Diamond hotels, The 
Woodlands Waterway Marriott 
and AVIA The Woodlands.

The Woodlands Waterway®
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Market Street: Trademark Property Company 
Terry Montesi, Founding Partner

“The Woodlands has been everything we thought it 
would be – and more. It’s the kind of community that’s 
sophisticated, affluent and educated enough to appreciate 
a project like Market Street. Couple the response from the 
local market with the grouping number of visitors coming 

to The Woodlands as a getaway destination and it’s no surprise that we’ve 
experienced such success.” 

American Financial & Automotive Service 
Arden Hetland, President

“One of the best decisions we have made as a company 
was to relocate our corporate offices to The Woodlands. 
Since American Financial & Automotive Services, Inc. 
made the 50-mile relocation to The Woodlands, we have 
been very pleased with all the community has to offer. 

The relocation to The Woodlands has enabled our company to grow due to the 
location, professionalism, and the depth of the talent for recruiting initiatives.  
Our employees and clients constantly embrace our move as it has helped take 
our organization to new levels. This new location has given American Financial 
the opportunity to offer a wider variety of first-class restaurants, shopping, 
entertainment, and hotel accommodations to all of our clients. Our employees 
have greatly enjoyed the cultural atmosphere and all the amenities that The 
Woodlands has developed for their families. The Woodlands has provided the 
American Financial companies with the convenient location and professional 
atmosphere that we were looking for in relocating. American Financial is proud 
to call The Woodlands home.”
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East Market Street

Parks in the Woodlands are connected 
by more than 190 miles of pathways.
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The Woodlands, TxThe Woodlands, Tx
TesTimonials

Maersk Line 
Henning Nielsen, Vice President, Customer Service

US Oncology 
Bruce Broussard, President and CEO 

Huntsman Corporation 
Russ Stolle, Global Public Affairs and Communications

“When Maersk Line first established 
our Customer Resource Center here 
in The Woodlands 10 years ago, we 
were primarily driven by relative low 

costs combined with good availability of a skilled work-
force. Our facility in The Woodlands and staff has lived up 
to all our expectations, and more. The Woodlands living

 

offers more than anywhere else we have lived. More choice 
in restaurants, recreational activities, shopping, entertain-
ment, medical facilities, and the pure beauty and layout of 
the neighborhoods in this town, including the paths, the 
parks, the low-key shopping/convenience centers has made 
us staunch promoters of The Woodlands. In fact we now 
believe that this is where we will end up retiring, when and 
if that time comes.”

“We chose The Woodlands as the 
home of the US Oncology headquarters 
because it is located conveniently 
for our employees, offers beautiful

 

natural surroundings and has many amenities within walk-
ing distance of our office. This helps us increase wellness, 
collaboration and inspiration amongst our employees, and 
our new neighbors in The Woodlands have been very warm 
and welcoming. We are extremely happy to be here.”

“The Woodlands provides an 
extraordinary environment in which 
to work and live, with excellent 

schools, parks, trails and a wide range of housing options.
 

While not all of our associates reside in the immediate area, 
those that commute here from other areas still benefit from 
the proximity to our office of excellent dining and shopping 
options amid the beauty of our forested Town Center.”
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nearby area aTTracTions
Blue Bell Ice Cream Factory
This creamery produces one of the most popular brands of ice cream in Texas. 
Blue Bell is only available in about 20 percent of the nation’s supermarkets, 
yet it ranks as one of the top three best selling ice creams in the country. 
Approximately a 11⁄2 hour drive west in Brenham, Texas.

Houston Museum of Natural Science
From dinosaurs to star clusters, the Houston Museum of Natural Science offers 
educational fun and excitement. The IMAX Theater presents the ultimate movie 
experience on one of the world’s largest screens. Other attractions include the 
museum with permanent and visiting exhibits, the planetarium, butterfly center 
and the Challenger Center.

San Jacinto Monument
Battlefields. Battleships. Books. A visit to the San Jacinto Museum of History 
is a time to remember! On April 21, 1836, Mexican rule over Texas came to a 
dramatic close. The climax of the Texas Revolution and the Battle of San Jacinto 
eventually moved America’s western border to the Pacific Ocean. The San 
Jacinto Monument is the world’s tallest 
monument tower. While you’re there, 
you can tour the historic Battleship 
Texas – once the most powerful weapon 
in the world, enjoy the nature trail, go 
biking or participate in one of the state’s 
most interesting birding environments.

Space Center Houston
Space Center Houston offers fun for 
the whole family with activities and 
educational information. Attractions 
include a tour of NASA, Kids Space 
Place, Astronaut Gallery, Starship 
Gallery and the newly-opened Amazon 
Voyage.

The Woodlands, TxThe Woodlands, Tx
The Woodlands 
Film commission

In 2009, The 
Woodlands Area 
Film Commission 
was created to 
encourage film 

production in our area. This industry 
has brought more than $1.2 billion 
dollars to Texas in the past 10 
years and our goal is to bring film 
production dollars to our area.

Filmmakers look for the same 
amenities that travel planner’s value 
including our proximity to a major 
airport, first class hotels, dining 
and entertainment opportunities, 
in addition to a wide variety of 
potential filming locations. The 
Woodlands Area Film Commission 
offers Texas hospitality, an 
enticing incentive package and 
a cosmopolitan community with 
business leaders who are excited 
about hosting film production.

For more information, please 
contact Jamie Sims at 
jamie.sims@woodlandschamber.org 
or visit
www.TheWoodlandsAreaFilmCommission.com.
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Downtown Aquarium, Houston
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nearby area 
aTTracTions
SplashTown
Just 10 minutes south of The 
Woodlands, this water park has tons of 
water and fun. Pools, rapids and rides 
including the Ultimate Storm Tornado. 
The excitement begins on a platform 
set 75 feet in the air where daring riders 
are set in motion down a 132-foot 
long tunnel and thrown into the giant 
open-ended funnel. This is a seasonal 
attraction, so check hours before going.

Washington on the Brazos  
State Park
This scenic drive is popular with 
locals during the wildflower season in 
late March through April. The 293-
acre state historic site, maintained by 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, is located on 
the original town site of Washington, a 
major political and commercial center 
in early Texas. The site is comprised 
of three main attractions Independence 
Hall, Barrington Living History Farm 
and the Star of the Republic Museum. 
Just 30 minutes away in College 
Station resides the George H. W. Bush 
Presidential Library.

City of Houston
A short drive south to Houston provides 
professional sports teams (Houston 

Astros Baseball, Houston Texans 
Football, Houston Rockets Basketball, 
Houston Dynamo Soccer, and Houston 
Aeros Hockey), world-renowned fine 
arts (Houston Grand Opera, Houston 
Ballet, Houston Symphony, Alley 
Theatre), and world-class museums 
(Houston Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Museum of Natural Science, and 
Contemporary Arts Museum of Houston).

Lake Conroe
Located approximately 20 minutes 
north of The Woodlands, extending 
21 miles in length and covering 
21,000 surface acres, Lake Conroe 
offers clean, clear water for a large 
variety of recreation such as boating, 
fishing, hunting, golfing, swimming, 
water skiing and jet skiing. Luxurious 
hotels and condominiums, quality 

RV parks, waterfront boat storage 
with valet launching and luxurious 
waterfront real estate developments 
are only a few of the attractions to this 
exceptional man-made destination.

19

Wildflower season

Lake Conroe

Westheimer/Galleria area, Houston
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public saFeTy
Law Enforcement and Security
The Woodlands Township contracts 
with the Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office - District 6 and Harris 
County Constable’s Office - Precint 4 
to provide law enforcement services 
throughout The Woodlands. A 
tourism-oriented policing philosophy 
is practiced in the Town Center in 
particular. Additional security in 
the Town Center includes, Alpha 
& Omega Mounted Patrol which 
provides Troopers riding horseback, 
and Town Center Rangers.

The Woodlands Fire Department
The Woodlands Fire Department 
covers all of The Woodlands 
Township population, approximately 
50 square miles, and is comprised 
of highly skilled, professional, full 
time firefighters trained to respond 
to a wide variety of emergencies. 
The Department responds to all 
emergencies within 5 minutes and is 
staffed with Advanced Life Support-
Paramedic fire fighters capable of 
providing excellent emergency 
medical care. The department is 
currently rated ISO 2. 
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Alpha & Omega Mounted Patrol

The Woodlands Fire Department Truck 106

Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office Bicycle Patrol
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key sTaTisTics
78 percent of shoppers at Market 
Street and The Woodlands Mall come 
from outside of The Woodlands (Source:  
Cunningham Research, September 2007)

Tourism is a $2 billion business in 
Montgomery County with 80 percent 
of that taking place in The Woodlands 
(Source: The Perryman Corporation, February 
2008)

Taxable Sales in The Woodlands 
Projected 2013 ..............$1.9 billion
2012...............................$1.9 billion
2011 ...............................$1.7 billion
2010...............................$1.56 billion
2009...............................$1.52 billion
2008*.............................$1.40 billion
2007...............................$1.16 billion
*The large increase from 2007 to 2008 was due 
to expanding the Town Center Tax from one 
percent to two percent and the expansion of the 
boundaries of The Woodlands Township. 

Hotel Occupancy Tax Collected 
by Hotels in The Woodlands 
Projected 2013 ..............$6.3 million
2012...............................$6.0 million
2011 ...............................$4.6 million
2010...............................$3.6 million
2009...............................$3.4 million
2008...............................$4.1 million
2007...............................$3.7 million

Texas Travel Industry Association 
reports tourism is more than $10 
billion in direct visitor spending in the 

Greater Houston region. The Perryman 
Group estimates the indirect impact of 
tourism in the Greater Houston region 
to be in excess of $30 billion annually. 
Approximately 80 percent of this 
activity occurs within The Woodlands.
(Source: The Perryman Group, May 2008)

Sales Tax: 8.25 percent

2012 Property Tax - The 
Woodlands Township: 0.3173 per 
$100 assessed value

The Woodlands, TxThe Woodlands, Tx

Central Park at Market Street

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott

Dining along 
The Woodlands 
Waterway



The Woodlands conVenTion & VisiTors bureau

The Woodlands Convention & 
Visitors Bureau (TWCVB) adopted 
its Mission Statement, its Vision 
Statement, its Purposes & Services, 
and Core Values in 2007 to direct its 
efforts in future years.

Mission Statement 
To position The Woodlands as 
a regionally, nationally, and 
internationally recognized tourist 
destination by developing 
quality marketing programs and 
events to attract visitors and 
stimulate economic development 
and growth.

About the Mission Statement 
The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau drives 
demand for The Woodlands as a travel destination, 
creates new revenue for businesses, and increases sales 
and hotel occupancy tax for The Woodlands Township’s 
general fund. Tax revenue generated by the tourism 
industry is invested back into improving The Woodlands’ 
infrastructure and programs.

Vision Statement 
The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau is an 
energetic and innovative 501 (c) (6) organization of 
talented and dedicated professionals who fulfill the 
Bureau’s Mission Statement by setting high performance 
standards, expectations and goals. The Bureau works with 
its community to create and maintain productive public 
and private partnerships while serving as a reliable and 
credible source for The Woodlands’ tourism industry.

Purposes & Services 
•  Provide leadership for the tourism industry in The 

Woodlands, coordinating activities, encouraging 
marketing programs and projecting an appealing image 
on behalf of The Woodlands.

•  Drive the destination of The Woodlands to meeting 
professionals, business travelers, tour operators and 
individual visitors.

•  Represent hotels, facilities, attractions, restaurants, retail 
centers and other providers who serve visitors.

•  Operate and market transportation in The Woodlands 
including The Woodlands Waterway Trolleys and the 
Waterway Cruisers.

•  Provide an array of services to tour planners in 
developing tours into The Woodlands, including 
suggested itineraries and overnight accommodations.

•  Develop, produce, and support key signature events that 
promote and highlight The Woodlands community.

•  Help visitors save time and energy in looking for tourism 
opportunities in The Woodlands and Greater Houston 
area by providing visitor services.

•  Work with regional partners in promoting The Woodlands 
as an ideal location to visit and spend the night.

•  Develop and support training initiatives for hospitality 
employees in The Woodlands.

Core Values 
•  Equal Opportunity Employer
•  Be Consistent and Fair in Business Relations
•  Initiate and Implement Cooperative Efforts
•  Promote and Encourage Collaboration
•  Practice and Execute Initiative and Innovation
•  Practice Budget Responsibility
•  Extend and Share Expertise
•  Work with Integrity in Open Records/Open Meetings 

Environment 
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For more information
 Nick Wolda, President Casey Snyder, General Manager 
 The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau The Woodlands Convention & Visitors Bureau 
 2801 Technology Forest Boulevard 2801 Technology Forest Boulevard 
 The Woodlands, Texas 77381 The Woodlands, Texas 77381 
 Tel: 281-363-2447 Tel: 281-363-2447 
 nick.wolda@thewoodlandscvb.com casey.snyder@thewoodlandscvb.com

i n  T h e  W o o d l a n d s , T e x a s

TourismTourism

apRIL 2012www.VisitTheWoodlands.com


